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When we work together, we can accomplish great things; we 
can rewrite stories and inspire the next generation of leaders. 

We recognize the impact of our programs, the generosity of 
our donors, and the power of a community united in cause. 

GIRLS INC . GIRL’S
BILL OF RIGHTS
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GIRLS HAVE THE RIGHT TO
BE THEMSELVES AND TO RESIST 
GENDER STEREOTYPES. 

GIRLS HAVE THE RIGHT TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES WITH 
ORIGINALITY AND ENTHUSIASM.

GIRLS HAVE THE RIGHT TO
TAKE RISKS, TO STRIVE FREELY, 
AND TO TAKE PRIDE IN SUCCESS. 

GIRLS HAVE THE RIGHT TO
ACCEPT AND APPRECIATE 
THEIR BODIES. 

GIRLS HAVE THE RIGHT TO
HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEMSELVES 
AND BE SAFE IN THE WORLD. 

GIRLS HAVE THE RIGHT TO
PREPARE FOR INTERESTING WORK 
AND ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE. 
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OUR MISSION
Today, our mission is to inspire and prepare 
girls to be strong, smart, and bold leaders 
within their families, their community and 
society. 

OUR VISION
That Girls Inc. of Chattanooga leads the way 
in empowering girls in an equitable society – 
helping girls pursue their individual dreams 
and opportunities to reach their full potential 
for impacting the world around them. 
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Dear Friends, 

It has been a bold year for Girls Inc. 
of Chattanooga thanks to the support 
and generosity of our growing 
community. Our reach and impact in 
the Chattanooga community is greater 
than ever because we’ve opened new 
programs in new locations and we’re 
serving more girls than ever with 
plans to serve 300 more girls in our 
programs by 2020. 

We’re walking alongside teachers 
to make sure our girls are excelling in math and reading. We’re 
working with community partners across the board to build a better 
Chattanooga. Our partners are bold.

We are honored to be joined by eight exceptional, 
local female leaders who are mentors to help our 
girls overcome fears, build friendships, and foster 
confidence to thrive. Our UnBought and UnBossed 
honorees are bold.

Our girls are full of energy, resilience and promise. They 
overcome obstacles, build sisterhood and dream big. Our 
girls will succeed, and when they do, they will change the 
world. Our girls are bold.

And we have no doubt that this year will be better than ever.  
We’re setting bold goals that push us to achieve, inspire and 
grow. We’re confident in the future of our girls and proud 
of their accomplishments.  Because of Girls Inc., our girls 
are breaking barriers and defying expectations. They are 
growing and seeking new learning opportunities. They are 
envisioning themselves in bold careers and becoming the 
first in their families to go to college. 

Your partnership and investments are vital to this success. Thank you 
for your support and here’s  to another stronger, smarter, and BOLDER 
year. 

Yours boldly, 

Melissa Blevins, CEO

Because of 
Girls Inc.,  
our girls are 
breaking 
barriers 
and defying 
expectations.  

A YEAR OF BOLD...
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     We serve more than 

700girls
each 
year

In collaboration with 15
community partners
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IMPACT

OUR 
GIRLS

At Girls Inc. of Chattanooga, we serve girls 
throughout Hamilton County with diverse 
backgrounds, races, abilities, nationalities, and 
religions.  We are proud of this diversity and 
the opportunities for learning, teamwork and 
friendships we provide.

350 Elementary 
School Gir ls

290 Middle 
School Gir ls

60 High 
School Gir ls

We currently offer programs at

7 After School Sites,

7 In School Sites and 

3 Seasonal Camps.

28,000Since 1961, 
Girls Inc. of 

Chattanooga 
has served 
more than

girls 
from 6 
to 18 
years of 
age.



girls
each 
year

1 in 4 girls 
will not finish 

high school.

100% 
of Girls Inc. girls graduate 
high school.

I stand up for myself without 
putting others down. 

I stick up for someone who is 
being picked on. 

I help make sure all people 
are treated fairly.

73%

77%
79%

% of Girls Inc. girls who responded “all or most of the time.”*

90%80%

Of Girls Inc. girls 
believe they have 
the responsibility 
to improve their 
communities.*

Of Girls Inc. girls 
believe they can 
make a positive 

difference in their 
communities.*

Every day in Chattanooga, our girls are facing 
tough realities: greater risk of school dropout, 

poor mental health, teen pregnancy, and 
devastatingly, increased rates of sexual abuse 

and sexual assault. And still our  girls are 
thriving, they are strong, smart and bold. 

22% of high school girls say 
they are happy with their 
bodies. 

75% 
of Girls Inc. high school girls 
say they are happy with their 
bodies.*

2 in 3 girls cannot read at grade level. 

9 in 10 Girls Inc. girls 
read at or above 
grade level.

*statistics based on Girls Inc. National averages 5

OUR 
IMPACT

28,000



THE 15 TH ANNUAL UNBOUGHT & UNBOSSED AWARDS 
ARE PRESENTED BY



THE PROGRAM BEHIND THE EVENT:
WOMEN’S HISTORY PROJECT
Named for the phrase coined by former U.S. Representative Shirley Chisholm, the UnBought 
and UnBossed Awards honor women who, through their career achievements and community 
involvement, have impacted the lives of women and girls. Shirley Chisholm broke through 
societal barriers and opened doors for other women as the first black woman elected to 
Congress and the first woman ever to run for the Democratic presidential nomination. 

This annual event is one component of a larger Girls Inc. program: the Women’s History Project. 
The companion after school program educates high school girls about the strong, smart, and 
bold women who have impacted our nation, including women in our very own community. 
High school girls study women’s history and leadership traits in preparation for selecting the 
“UnBought and UnBossed” honorees. These women have been nominated by community 
members and are chosen as mentors by these Girls Inc. girls. Personal and identifying information 
is removed so that girls choose their honorees based solely on merit. 

After selecting an honoree who inspires her, each girl researches, creates and delivers a 
presentation about her chosen mentor at the annual UnBought and UnBossed Awards. This 
process helps girls refine their interview, research, and public speaking skills. Many girls develop 
relationships with their honorees that continue past the program’s completion, just one of the 
many benefits of being a Girls Inc. girl. 

To find out how to get your teen involved, visit www.girlsincofchatt.org, or email Toccora Johnson 
at tjohnson@girlsincofchatt.org

CLASS OF 2019
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&
2019
UNBOUGHT
U N B O S S E D 
HONOREES

Nicci Brewer
Nicci graduated from Tennessee Technological University in 2003 with 
a Bachelor’s in Industrial Engineering.  She has worked at TVA for over 
15 years and currently leads a team of Project Managers in Facilities 
Management.  She has been married since 2008 to her husband, 
James, and they are raising two children and a dog in Soddy Daisy, 
TN.  She works locally with Girls Inc. of Chattanooga volunteering with 
their Bookworm Program and coordinating TVA volunteers to read 
with 1st- 3rd graders to grow their literacy skills.  She also seeks to 
inspire students at Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy through 
activities highlighting different careers and professional skills through 

an exposure partnership with TVA.  Her advice for girls who want to live UnBought and UnBossed 
is “Chase after confidence and resilience, instead of perfection, so you are more comfortable 
taking the risks needed to achieve your goals.” 

Sydney Gatlin - Senior at Red Bank High School
Plans after high school: She wants to attend college to be an exotic 
veterinarian.
Clubs: Girls Inc.
Favorite saying: “Go big or go home because If you don’t take that 
first step you’ll never go forward.”
Inspiration: Her dad, he is a hard worker and always provides for us. 
Activites: Tennis, hunting, softball and exploring. 

Helen Pregulman
Helen Pregulman is a former Community Activist with Siskin and 
played a lead role in building the Siskin Hospital for Physical 
Rehabilitation and the Children’s Institute. She has been particularly 
active in community service efforts directed at improving health 
care and the quality of life for the Chattanooga community for many 
years. Her life of service is remarkable. She has used her education 
and wealth to support countless efforts in the area. She continues 
to be a role model and leader in several groups, demonstrating the 
importance of being involved in your community to build a successful 
life. Helen and her late husband, Merv were given Chattanooga’s 

top philanthropist honor at the 10th Annual National Philanthropy Day Luncheon and Award 
presentation, for their varied efforts since moving to Chattanooga in 1957. Helen works tirelessly 
to support those around her and leads her family by example. She is very active and celebrates 
life through her leadership in all endeavors.
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Donna “Elle” Harrison
With more than 20 years of experience in the public eye and as a 
women’s advocate, Donna “Elle” Harrison believes she has been 
called to help others realize their personal worth and invest in 
themselves. At the age of 13 she became a teen reporter for WJTT, 
Power 94 and at 19, she was hired as a full-time radio personality. 
After 22 years on air, she became a reporter and television host 
with WRCB-TV. Today, she is the Women United and Community 
Engagement Director with United Way of Greater Chattanooga and 
Host of Brewer Media Groups Caring for the Community Radio Show.  
She is in the current class of Leadership Chattanooga, and a graduate 

of CWLI’s Women Mentoring Women Program.  Fourteen years ago, she worked hard to lose 
100lbs and was featured in Ebony magazine. Since then, she has run 1 full marathon, 15 half-
marathons, and countless 10 and 5K’s. As a Healthy Lifestyle Coach and author, she teaches boot 
camp classes for women of all levels of fitness. Her proudest accomplishment is raising her son 
Brandon. Her personal motto is: ”Invest in you today…Live a better tomorrow!”

Dayzuniquie Scott - Junior at Red Bank High School
Plans after high school: She wants to take a year off and figure herself 
out. She wanted to be a teacher or a psychologist but quickly found 
out that the arts would be a better fit for her. 
Clubs: Track Team, Leos Program and Girls Inc.
Inspiration: Jesus and Rosa Parks inspire her. “Rosa Parks stood up for 
her rights and the rights of other people, despite the consequences. 
She was bold and courageous.”
Activities: Track

Rachel Maria Kelley
Rachel Maria Kelly is a nationally certified school psychologist with 
the Tennessee Department of Education and National Association of 
School Psychologists. She works at Dayton City School in Dayton, TN; 
and serves as an educational consultant for CHIPS Learning Services. 
She has lived in Chattanooga for the past 20 years and received her 
Bachelor of Science and Education Specialist degrees from UTC. 
Ms. Kelly strives to ensure that the academic, behavioral, and social-
emotional needs of ALL children are met regardless of background, 
ability level, and socioeconomic status. She is actively involved 
in education reform via participation in Chattanooga 2.0 and the 

Chattanooga Inclusive Education Working Group. Ms. Kelly has also worked for many agencies 
throughout the area such as St. Nicholas School, E-Kids, Signal Centers, Girls Inc., and Hamilton 
County Department of Education. Her motto is to always look at the “glass of life” as half-full 
instead of half-empty.

Mariah McGahee - Senior at Red Bank High School
Plans after high school: She wants to major in criminal justice.
Clubs: In her sophomore year, she was involved in the drama club, but 
this year she is only in Girls Inc.
Favorite saying: “People are going to treat you how you allow them to.”
Inspiration: Her mom’s strength inspires her because she’s been strong 
through everything she has had to go through, especially playing the 
role of both parents. 
Activities: Drawing, photography, and design.
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Rachel Schulson
Rachel Schulson is the founding President of A Step Ahead 
Chattanooga (ASAC), which provides information about and free 
access to long-term, reversible birth control. ASAC has empowered 
more than 2,200 women to become pregnant only when they feel 
ready. She is the author of a children’s book and many published 
articles. Rachel served on the board of the Community Foundation 
of Greater Chattanooga and is still a member of its Scholarship 
Committee. She is on the board of the Regional Health Council 
and the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Health Department’s Family 
Planning Advisory Council. She was the founding chair of the 

Healthcare Committee of the Mayor’s Council for Women. In 2017, Rachel was named a Woman of 
Distinction. Rachel and her husband, Henry, are the proud parents of adult children Michael and 
Leah. Her advice to girls striving to be UnBought and UnBossed is to “be who you are no matter 
who you are with.”

Bea Lurie
Bea has a lifelong passion for helping women and girls gain the 
tools they need to be confident, independent and successful. She 
was president and CEO of Girls Inc. of Chattanooga for nine years. 
Upon leaving Girls Inc. of Chattanooga, Bea founded Women 
Repair Zone where women instructors teach women home repair, 
home improvement, and auto maintenance skills through DIY 
workshops and lecture-based classes. The catalyst for her feminism 
and independence came at the age of 10 when her father told her 
she couldn’t help him renovate the family basement because she 
was “a girl and girls don’t do that stuff.” She is actively involved 

in the community as a member of the Chattanooga Mayor’s Council for Women’s Organizing 
Committee, co-chair of the Council’s Healthy Sexuality Education Working Group, vice president 
for engagement on the B’nai Zion Congregation’s Executive Committee, and a member of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga’s Community Relations Committee. 

Alaysia Tosca Scott - Sophomore at Red Bank High School
Plans after high school: She wants to attend College and major in 
Business Management.
Clubs: Leos Program and Girls Inc.
Favorite saying: “You’ll only go as far as you take yourself.”
Inspiration: Her sister Dayzunique (everything about her), her dad (his 
ambition) and her mom (her strength) inspire her.
Activities: Dancing, playing the piano and spending time with friends

Alyse Beasley - Freshman at Red Bank High School
Plans after high school: She desires to attend Vanderbilt to become a 
Nurse Practitioner 
Clubs: Girls Inc.
Favorite saying: Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord,” plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.
Inspiration: Her “maw maw” because she’s a godly woman who always 
tells her what is right and helps her. 
Activities: Hunting, riding on the back roads
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Kayla Verner-Dingle
Kayla Verner-Dingle is a Nuclear Engineer for Tennessee Valley 
Authority. She serves as the outreach coordinator for Women in 
Nuclear and volunteers with the Girls Inc. Bookworm Program, 
Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy, and Junior Achievement. 
Other than being a college graduate, a mother, and breast cancer 
survivor, her greatest accomplishment is being a mentor and positive 
role model for her daughter and other girls. 

Kayla is inspired by her mother who has flawlessly jumped every 
hurdle in life, who is strong, intelligent and her own personal 

“UnBought and UnBossed” hero. Her advice for girls striving to be “UnBought and UnBossed” is 
to “’Own’ what you stand for. Whether it be your morals or values, make sure you are confident 
in what you believe in and don’t let anyone deter you from that. You may have an open mind and 
adjust your thinking, but always stand for what you think is right.”

Dejae Lacy - Freshman at Red Bank High School
Plans after high school: She wants to attend Vanderbilt to become a 
Veterinarian. 
Clubs: Girls Inc.
Favorite saying: “I can but together we will.” (FFA)
Inspiration: Her dad inspires her, he has a huge heart and cares for 
others.
Activiities: Riding horses

Cindy Wilson
Cindy Wilson is a Nurse Practitioner and founder of Cúrate 
MedAesthetics. Cindy earned her Master’s in Nursing from UAB and 
speaks nationally for Allergan Medical Institute. Cindy was named 
an “Outstanding Community Servant” by the Hamilton County Board 
of Commissioners for her outstanding work with various community 
organizations. While competing in Dancing with the Chattanooga 
Stars in 2016, she and her team won and raised the most money in the 
history of the competition; they raised $104,000 for the Partnership 
for Families, Children and Adults. She was also co-chair for the Gala 
of Hope fundraiser, where she helped raise over $200,000 for the 

American Cancer Society of Chattanooga. Mrs. Wilson is currently a Community Ambassador for 
Go Red for Women benefiting the American Heart Association. Mrs. Wilson is also the founder 
of the My Fair Lady project, a program that provides support and self-care for women facing 
adversity. She and her husband Chris have two sons, Jacob and Caleb.

Lovelei Pulliam - Freshman at the Center for Creative Arts
Plans after high school: She desires to attend a 4-year University 
studying veterinary medicine and become a Veterinary Surgeon. 
Clubs: NJHS (National Junior Honor Society), Girls Inc. (8 years)
Favorite saying: YOLO (“You Only Live Once”)
Inspiration: Her mother and older sister inspire her. They’ve both had 
different journey’s that have shaped them into respectable and reat 
role models for her. 
Activities: Dancing at school
What she’s good at: She’s good at getting things done, no matter the 
difficulty or the amount of things needed to be completed. 11



2005
Rep. Tommie Brown
Elizabeth Dixson
Natal ie Elder
Rep. Joanne Favors
Louise Hammonds
Elaine Hi l l
Dr. Wil l ie Mae Hubbard
Mai Bel l  Hurley
Marisol  J imenez
Ann Law
Anne McGintis
Pastor Sheryl  Randolph
Judith Schorr
Dr. Jacquel ine Shaw
Dr. Elaine Swafford
Dr. Mary Tanner
Ann Wadley

2006 
Judge Suzanne Bai ley
Dr. Charlotte Boatwright
Dixie Brackett
Ruth Brinkley
Gwen Charles
Dr. L inda Fletcher
Mirtha Jones & Friends
Rev. Kuulei  Green
Ardena Garth-Hicks
Peggie Ki lpatr ick
Daisy Madison
Debra Matthews
Ladell  McCullough
Gwen Scott
Dorothy Stephens
Juanita Ulmer

2007
Anna Van Cura
Sherr ie Gi lchrist
Vicky Gregg
Heidi  Heffer l in
Shei la Jennings
Sharon Kel ly
Tekel ia Kel ly
Kel ly  Li les
Chattanooga Locomotion
Melissa Mil ler
Benita Owens
Selma Paty
Sonia Sasse
Rebecca Smith
Judge Rebecca Stern
Dr. Minnie Vance

2008 
Dr. Carol  Berz
Rae Bond
Ann Coulter
Marcia Eason
Beverly Inman-Ebel
Carolyn Jones
Deborah Levine
Matt ie Moran
Rickie Pierce
Ola Phipps
Dr. Kaye Sheridan

2009 
Tonya Kennedy Cammon
Carolyn R. Chapman
Dr. Arlene Donowitz
Voula Fairbanks
Teresa V. Kel lum

Beverly McKeldin
Gloria Pogue
Lynn Rodgers
Marty L. Bryant/Stanley
Kathi  Grant Wil l is

2010
Catherine Bolden
Sandy Cole
Cindy Cornette
Robin Derryberry
Valerie Gi l lespie
Dr. Joyce Hardaway
Dr. Jean Howard-Hi l l
Ruth Holmberg
Mabel Scruggs
Suzanne Smartt
Diceree Wheeler

2011
Marie Daly
Anita Ebersole
Donna Kel ley
Kathleen Lane
Karen McReynolds
Sonya Kay Nelson
Dana Perry
Anjel ika Riano
Uneva Shaw
Sandy Smith

2012
All ison Cardwell
Beverly Johnson
Charl ine Ki lpatr ick
Louisa Mesich
Dr. Valerie Radu

HONOREE ALUMNAE
Over the past  15 years, the UnBought and UnBossed Awards have honored over 
150 strong, smart  and bold women from Chattanooga for their  contr ibutions to our 
community.
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Dr. Maricela Rodriguez
Lori  Street Runge
Clare Sawyer
Lauren Templeton
Peggy Thomas
Dr. Carolyn Thompson

2013
Shei la Boyington
Sheri  A. Fox
Gloria J. Gri ff i th
Pam Ladd
Ji l l  Levine
Carol  K. O’Neal
Molly Sasse
Stacy Talwar
Sue Anne Wells

2014
Dr. Stephanie Bel lar
Lacey Furr
Jenise Gordon
Donna McConnico
Diane Parks
Gladys Pineda

Kathy Purnel l
Dr. Christ ine Benz Smith
Barbara Al l ison-Standefer
Judge L. Marie Wil l iams

2015
Darlene Boyd
Jo Coke
Amanda Dunn
Dorothy Grisham
Dr. Everlena Holmes
Stacy Lightfoot
Kel ly  McCarthy
Dr. Molly  Seal , MD, PC
Christ ie Sel l
Amy Walker

2016
Dr. Nesl ihan Alp
Monique Berke
Sharon Braden
Jessie Fincher
Carol  George
Lynne Mull igan
Mukta Panda

Nancy Ridge
Mical  Traynor

2017 
Shei la Albri tton
Paige Evatt
Raf iel le Freeman
Tenesha Irv in
Janice Neal
Dr. Marcia Noe
Nicole Osborne
Christy Rashed
Ronelle Sel lers

2018 
Karen Off icer-Bel l
Kisha Caldwell
Dr. Mart ina Harr is
Tyler  Jeffrey
Dionne Jenkins
Eva Jo (Saddler)  Johnson
Henrietta Morris
Emily O’Donnell
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DURING ELEMENTARY PROGRAMS, GIRLS. . .

Receive structured homework 
help and academic 

enrichment to support formal 
education.

Engage in community service, 
public speaking, art, and 

physical fitness. 

Develop life skills like 
critical thinking and conflict 

resolution, along with 
confidence and character 

building. 

Elementary Partnerships
Barger, Bess T. Shepherd, Brainerd United Methodist Church, Brown Academy, Calvin Donaldson, 
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence, East Ridge, Hardy, Lakeside Academy, Woodmore, and the 
Youth and Family Development Centers

PROGRAMS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAMS
The Bookworm Club: The Girls Inc. literacy initiative strives to improve the literacy skills of girls in 1st 
through 3rd grade by promoting a love of reading through fun and engaging programming that supports 
the school-based instruction that girls receive.  This program helps girls build developmentally appropriate 
reading skills so that they are equipped to succeed in school and thrive in the Girls Inc. experience.  

Club LIT(eracy): A locally developed in school and after school literacy program for girls in 4th and 
5th grades.  Club LIT is designed to keep girls engaged in reading through individual and peer group 
literacy activities. These activities strengthen reading comprehension, fluency, and verbal and written 
communication skills. In this book club setting, girls are able to explore life and learning as they develop a 
love of reading.

Discovery Girl: A locally designed program for 3rd through 5th grade girls. This program strengthens 
character development as girls explore healthy relationships and resiliency and practice goal setting and 
conflict resolution.

Tech-Know Girl Club: A locally designed after school STEM program for 4th and 5th grades. Through 
research, hands-on exploration and teamwork, girls look at science, technology, engineering, and math 
in a way that is relevant and exciting. Tech-Know Girl Club engages girls in STEM subjects that may be 
overlooked in traditional classroom settings and empowers girls to pursue career paths they might not have 
otherwise considered.

Action for Safety: This program builds negotiation, assertiveness and self-defense skills, and facilitates 
open and honest discussions about violence—including teasing and bullying, sexual harassment, dating 
violence, and physical and sexual abuse. Action for Safety encourages and supports girls and equips them 
to overcome their fears and sense of isolation.
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DURING MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS, GIRLS. . .

Develop workplace readiness 
skills and explore career and 

college opportunities. 

Learn skills needed to navigate 
social media, body image, 
bullying and stereotyping.

Explore the STEM field through 
fun, project-based learning.

Middle School Partnerships: 
Barger, Brainerd United Methodist Church, Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence, Chattanooga Girls 
Leadership Academy, East Lake Academy of Fine Arts, Lakeside, Ooltewah, and the Youth and Family 
Development Centers

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Girls Inc. at Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy (CGLA): A partnership program with CGLA 
designed to enhance 7th grade girls’ math skills. In a classroom setting, girls work both independently and 
together to better understand grade-level math concepts. Coupling academic success with personal life 
skills, the program strives to help girls gain confidence and competence in all aspects of their lives.

Build IT: A national STEAM based program designed to expose 6th through 8th grade girls to information 
technology and the engineering design process. Through hands-on projects and activities that incorporate 
app development, interior design, educational video games and a community focused yearbook. Build 
IT empowers middle school girls to explore STEAM education and careers by improving their confidence 
in computer literacy. This academically rigorous program is aligned with HCDE common core standards, 
emphasizing student collaboration, public speaking and conceptually innovative work.

Girls Take Charge: A locally developed program for girls in 6th through 8th grade. Teen girls learn about 
leadership and character development, practice healthy relationships, develop goal setting skills, receive 
job exposure, and ultimately grow in self-knowledge and confidence. They study the Girls Inc. Bill of Rights 
and apply these transformative values to their everyday lives.

Living Safe & Strong: This program continues discussion of gender violence issues, reinforces and 
provides additional safety strategies and self-defense skills for teen girls, and introduces them to community 
experts and resources. Girls also develop and conduct community action projects addressing issues that are 
important to them.

Outdoor Girl: Outdoor Girl encourages girls to participate in different sports and outdoor activities and 
learn how to be safe while doing them. Through activities and community engagement, girls learn character 
traits like resilience, proactiveness and outdoor etiquette. This group meets to explore diversity topics, 
develop leadership skills and work on community projects to encourage others to explore various outdoor 
opportunities. 
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Out-of-school programs 
drive better attendance and 
behavior at school, increased 

homework completion, better 
grades and work habits. Girls 
in these programs develop 

a love of learning, foster 
positive self-image and excel 
academically. 

DURING HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS, GIRLS. . .

Develop the strong foundation 
necessary for success in high 

school, college and future 
careers.

Focus on healthy relationships 
and behaviors that affect 

teenagers (both girls and boys).

Learn from positive role models, 
mentors and women who have 

changed history. 

High School Partnerships: 
Brainerd, Brainerd United Methodist Church, Chattanooga Center for the Creative Arts, Chattanooga 
Christian Academy, Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy, Chattanooga School for the Arts and Sciences, 
Ooltewah, Red Bank, and the Youth and Family Development Centers

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Road to College and Success: A program designed to help girls develop the strong foundation 
necessary for success in high school and college.  Girls prepare for the ACT, practice good study habits,  
and examine career and college opportunities so that they can be confident in their futures.

Women’s History Project: Teens learn about American women’s history from women’s suffrage through 
current events. They explore the traits of leaders including Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, an African 
American woman, who broke through societal barriers and opened the doors for other women when she 
ran for president in 1970. The girls are the selection committee for the annual UnBought and UnBossed 
Awards. Through this process, they develop their research, interviewing and presentation skills and many of 
the girls develop mentor/mentee relationships with their honorees that continue beyond the program. 

IMPACT: IMPACT team members educate middle and high school students about preventing future 
health problems and promotes healthy lifestyles. These high school students research about teen health, 
and develop powerful presentations as well as, print, radio and television ads to support their education 
campaign. This peer-to-peer health education and advocacy program focuses on healthy relationships and 
behaviors that affect both girls and boys.
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UNBOUGHT & UNBOSSED COMMITTEE
Thank you to al l  those who made this  wonderful  event possible. 

Special  thanks to these committee members:

Liz  Appling
Charity  Bal l
Kate Boschi

Betsy Conroy
Ashley Curbelo

Donna Harr ison
Cortney Hewitt
Lesl ie Mayf ield

Kristy McCrea
Beverly McKeldin

Amy Thomas
Edna Varner
Amy Waters

OUR GIRLS INC. TEAM
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Administrative Staff:
Melissa Blevins, Chief Executive Officer
Toccora Johnson, Senior Director of Program 
Operations
Cindy Rix, Chief Development Officer
Shoshannah Walker, Chief Financial Officer
Taylor Bain, Executive Assistant/Office Manager
Samantha Doss, Program Support Administrator
Kate Anderson, Advancement Associate

Elementary Staff:
Kayla Bates, Literacy Program Coordinator 
Fance Brannnock, Literacy Program Coordinator
O’Kitta “Summer” Elliott, Traditional Program 
Coordinator & Manager of Volunteer Services 
and Resources
DeCaira Hubbard, Program Assistant
Amanda Partlow, STEM Program Coordinator & 
Data Analyst
Joanna Walter, Literacy Program Coordinator

Teen Staff:
Kristen Bowers, Teen Program Coordinator & 
IMPACT Program Coordinator
Meghan Kelly, STEM Program Educator
Abbey Rice, Teen Program Coordinator

Board of  Directors:
Stacy Gray, Board Chair
Kim Lawrence, Treasurer
Emily Ramsey, Secretary
Betsy Cowart Conroy, Advancement Co-chair
Ashley Curbelo, Advancement Co-chair
Sue Collins, Governance
 
Liz Appling
Kathy Black
Dan Gilmore
Beverly McKeldin
Marcia Noe
Jeff Olingy
Rachel Ragghianti
Tiffanie Robinson
Patricia Russell
Tracy Wood



2018 CHAMPIONS FOR GIRLS
The Champion for Gir ls  Giving Society is  a nat ional ly  recognized society of  the generous 
men and women that  support  Gir ls  Inc. at  the $1,000+ giving level . This  society brings 
together phi lanthropists  from across the community who are dedicated to inspir ing gir ls 
to be strong, smart , and bold. 

Everyday we are changing l ives thanks to the generous support  of  committed individuals, 
foundations, and corporate partners. When you invest  in Gir ls  Inc. of  Chattanooga, you 
are helping to equip gir ls  with ski l ls  and experiences that  enable them to take charge of 
their  health and wel l -being, and achieve academic, career, and personal  goals.

VANGUARD ($50,000+)
City of  Chattanooga
Gir ls  Incorporated National
United Way

LUMINARY ($25,000-$49,999)
Anonymous Corporate Donor
Beacon Foundation Charitable Trust
BlueCross BlueShield of  Tennessee Health 
Foundation

Cardinal  Health Foundation
McKee Foods Corporat ion
Unum

ADVOCATE ($10,000-$24,999)
Anonymous Individual  Donors
Wil l iam Bryan Trust
Hamico Inc. 
McKenzie Charitable Foundation
NovaTech, Inc. 

Tennessee Val ley Authority
Weldon F. Osborne Foundation
Community Foundation of  Greater 
Chattanooga

ALLY ($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous Individual  Donors
Atlant ic  Capital  Bank
Bank of  America Charitable Foundation
Benwood Foundation
Shei la and Dane Boyington
Janice Dyer
El l iott  Davis
First  Tennessee Foundation

Jane Lupton
Signal  Plat ing Inc. 
J im and Marian Steffner
SunTrust  Foundation
The Tucker Foundation
Volkswagen Group of  America
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To these, and al l  our generous donors, thank you.

PARTNER ($1,000-$4,999)
CORPORATE/FOUNDATIONS
Amerigroup Corporat ion
Hazel  Montague Hutcheson Foundation
East  Brainerd Kiwanis
Capital  Toyota Inc. 
CBL & Associates
Chattanooga Coca-Cola Bott l ing Company
Chattanooga State Community Col lege
Chattanooga Times Free Press
Double Cola
EPB
Erlanger Health System
Food City Charitable Foundation
Front Porch Al l iance
Gir ls  Preparatory School
Grace Frank Group
HHM Wealth Advisors
Hospice of  Chattanooga
Hullco
JAT Energy
Koch Foods
Maudlin & Jenkins, LLC
Mesa Associates, Inc. 
New York Li fe
Noon Management, LLC
Patten and Patten Inc. 
Pinnacle Financial  Partners
Publix  Super Markets Charit ies 
Si lverdale Baptist  Church
Tennessee American Water
Tennessee Val ley Federal  Credit  Union
The Church of  The Good Shepherd
Unum Matching Gifts  Program
Urban Story Ventures

INDIVIDUAL 
Anonymous Donors
Lee Ann Adams
Kathy Black
Susu and Paul  Brock 
Paula Brockhoff
Sue Coll ins
Betsy and Wil l  Conroy
Krist in and David Czufin
Camil le Daniel
Nini  and El l iott  Davenport
Gina and Alnoor Dhanani
Libby Duff
Thomas and Sarah D. Faulkner
Susan and Dan Gilmore
Autumn and Vann Graves
Erik and Stacy Gray
Peggy Jones
Kimberly Lawrence
Stephen Lebovitz
Bea Lurie
Beth Lyon
Terr i  Hol ley
Henrietta Morris
Marcia Noe
Helen Pregulman
Rachel  Ragghianti
Johnny Smith
Emily and Teo Valdes
Sue Anne Wells
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